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A native Texan, I make my home in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Singing, recording, per-
forming and songwriting consumes my world. I am a voting member of The Recording 
Academy, San Francisco Chapter, aka ‘The Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences’. Vol-
unteerism on the Membership and Special Events Committees give me an opportunity to 
contribute my industry and business experience to further assist in supporting the art of mu-
sic making. I was twice nominated for a seat on the Board of Governors 2005-2007 
(singer) and 2007-2009 (songwriter). Original work is registered with ASCAP. 
 
Jazz and big band music was introduced to me as a result of a flea market binge with my 
mother where I acquired my first collectable 78-RPM record. It was a Columbia Records 
label of the Les Brown Orchestra featuring Doris Day on vocal singing "Sentimental Jour-
ney". I played that record on my 33 1/3 turntable over and over burning out more needles 
than my allowance could afford.  Growing up listening to Soul, R&B and Blues clearly 
paved the way for what is now referred to as Neo-Soul.  
 
I relocated from Dallas, Texas to Atlanta, Georgia in the mid-80’s and began my music ca-
reer in jazz vocal after witnessing one of few final performances of the late great Sarah 
Vaughan. Her performance at Atlanta’s Piedmont Park wet my appetite and sealed the 
deal. This was a pivotal moment that ignited my quest to deliver jazz vocal performance.   
Living in the heart of Midtown Atlanta offered a short walk or cab ride to all things art ush-
ering me through a golden maze of jazz clubs, musicians and creative types of every stripe. 
I struck up working relationships with very talented musicians, arrangers and composers. I 
frequented open-mic clubs and sang my way around town. Ultimately, I had to take a 
break to get a real job with real pay until the recession of the 80’s leveled off. 
 
BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD 
I took some years off from singing to study dance and acting, as well as great female jazz 
vocalists and recording artists of the 30's, 40's, 50's and 60's. These pioneers are the inspira-
tion behind my musical styling. They are Sarah Vaughan, Carmen McRae, Dinah Washing-
ton, Mildred Bailey, Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Peggy Lee, Nina Simone and Edith Piaf. 
The greatest contribution to my musicality was the works and pieces of Cole Porter, 
George and Ira Gershwin, Kurt Weill, Count Basie, Ben Webster, Charlie Parker, Cab Calla-
way, Benny Goodman and Antonio Carlos Jobim. It remains a necessary education.  
 
People often assume that if you grew up singing in the Southern church it automatically 
qualifies you to deliver a passionate and heart felt song. Though I began my life with com-
munity exposure to the gospel music of the Rev. James Cleveland's charismatic and Mahalia 
Jackson's reverent styles, church life took a drastic turn. In my teen years, I was ejected by 
parental right from a charismatic church environment to one without musical instruments. I 
had to learn to sing acapella without support of acoustic instruments.    
 
MUSICAL ROOTS RUN DEEP 
Father raised me and my siblings in the entertainment business. Both parents had aspired to 
become professional singers, but life had specific plans for each. Mother performed at 
many venues and later elected to sing solely for the church. Father became an AM/FM in 
the soul music tradition when AM was king. He was the first black Southern markets cross-
over radio personality transmitting from Dallas/Ft. Worth stations playing the popular soul 
acts of the 60's and 70's. Insiders called him the man with the golden voice because he had 
millions of loyal listeners. He was the voice of the people introducing some major black 
musical talent whose lyrics spoke to the heart of the black community. His reach extended 
beyond Texas to Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.  For a 
significant time during the late 60's and early 70's, he reined in California's Los Angeles and 
San Francisco metropolitan area markets. He became a network television personality host-
ing and showcasing top acts on his show entitled "Operation Soul", which aired on area 
affiliate TV stations. My siblings and I had opportunities to meet some phenomenal people 
in the music industry like Ike and Tina Turner, Bobby Blue Bland, Wilson Pickett, B.B. King, 
Johnny Taylor and some memorable one-hit wonders who all made it a point to focus on 
the community. During the height of the civil rights movement, some of these artists prac-
ticed in our garage prior to scheduled performances. I had learned first-hand the skills of 
entertainment from the pros. Father never actively encouraged me because he knew sing-
ing and entertaining is in my blood.  
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Sable Winters' Jazz Metropolis 
 
Sable Winters maintains and utilizes a 
solid network of seasoned and profes-
sional performing  musicians. For live 
recording sessions and performance she 
compliments her vocal talent and direc-
torial skill with that of established and 
highly regarded side men and women. 
  
Typical Ensemble: Sable performs 
with her ensemble throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area at private events, 
supper clubs, restaurants, listening 
rooms and fundraisers. Depending 
upon the venue, performances may 
range from piano/vocal duet to lead 
vocal with big band. A typical vocal 
lead performance offers a 4 to 5 piece 
ensemble of piano, bass, drums and a 
horn.  
 
Musical Style: Sable's primary art form 
is straight ahead jazz vocal in the style 
of jazz pioneers such as Sarah Vaughan, 
Betty Carter and Carmen McRae. Deliv-
ery is peppered with NuJazz and Neo-
Soul to bring life to classic pieces. She is 
directly engaging of her audience when-
ever appropriate. 
 
Appearances: California — Return 
engagements at Slates Jazz Supper Club, 
Massimo’s Ristorante in Walnut Creek, 
Faz Restaurant in Danville. Guest ap-
pearances include Enrico's in San Fran-
cisco, The Downtown Restaurant and 
Anna’s Jazz Island in Berkeley among 
others. Special performances at the Fair-
mont Ballroom in San Jose . Interna-
tional — Club de Jazz Santiago, Chile 
and Punta Cana Resort Dominican Re-
public.  
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International Stage Sable Winters 
The Band: 
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Performance Repertoire (Partial) 

JAZZ STANDARDS CONTEMPORARY 
AFTER YOU’VE GONE 
ALL OF ME 
BUT BEAUTIFUL 
BEWITCHED 
COMES LOVE 
CRAZY HE CALLS ME 
DON’T EXPLAIN 
EASY LIVING 
EAST OF THE SUN 
EMBRACEABLE YOU 
EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE 
FLY ME TO THE MOON 
GENTLE RAIN 
GOD BLESS THE CHILD 
HOW HIGH THE MOON 
I COVER THE WATERFRONT 
I GOT IT BAD 
ISN’T IT A PITY? 
I’VE GOT A CRUSH ON YOU 
IMAGINATION 
JUST FRIENDS 
KEY LARGO 
LOVE FOR SALE 
LOVER MAN 
ME, MYSELF AND I 
MISTY 
MORE THAN YOU KNOW 
MY HEART STOOD STILL 
MY MAN 
MY ROMANCE 
NEARNESS OF YOU 
NEVERTHELESS 
OH, YOU CRAZY MOON 
ONCE I LOVED 
RUBY MY DEAR 
SEPTEMBER SONG 
SNOWBOUND 
SO MANY STARS 
SOLITUDE 
SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME 
SOMETHING COOL 
SPEAK LOW 
STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT 
SUMMER WIND 
SUNDAY KIND OF LOVE, A 
SWAY 
TENDERLY 
THAT OLD BLACK MAGIC 
THAT’S ALL 
THE LOOK OF LOVE 
THE OTHER WOMAN 
THIS IS ALWAYS 
TIME FOR LOVE, A 
WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES 
YESTERDAYS 
YOU GO TO MY HEAD 

AFRO BLUE 
BY THE TIME I GET TO PHOENIX 
BLIZZARD OF LIES 
KEEPER OF THE FLAME 
DANCE ME TIL THE END OF LOVE 
DAY DREAMING 
DON’T LET THE SUN CATCH YOU CRYING 
EDITH AND THE KINGPIN 
EMPTY PILLOW (BY SABLE WINTERS) 
FEELING GOOD 
HISTORY REPEATING 
I CAN’T WAIT (BY SABLE WINTERS) 
LET’S DO IT 
LOVE STORY 
MUST MINGLE (BY SABLE WINTERS) 
SOONER OR LATER 
TEMPTATION 
THE FIRST TIME EVER I SAW YOUR FACE 
THE WAY WE WERE 
THE WINDMILLS OF YOUR MIND 
WHY CAN’T WE LIVE TOGETHER 
  
ENGLISH (ESPANOL) 
 
BESAME MUCHO 
CHEGA DE SAUDADE 
  (No More Blues) 
DESAFINADO 
MEDITAÇÃO 
 
ENGLISH (FRENCH) 
 
BELLE ÉPOQUE 
TOI JAMAIS 
A QUOI SERT DE VIVRE LIBRE 
QUE RESTE-T-IL DE NOS AMOURS 
  (I Wish You Love ) 
LES FEUILLES MORTES  
  (Autumn Leaves) 

SONG STYLING: 
 

BALLAD 
BEBOP  
BOSSA NOVA 
MEDIUM SWING 
SMOOTH JAZZ 
STRAIGHT-AHEAD 
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Debut. An ex-
perimental ap-
proach to  jazz 
spiced up stan-
dards incorpo-
rates R&B feel 
with Latin beat. 

Tender jazz ren-
ditions of best 
loved holiday 
songs, including 
“I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas” and 
“Silent Night”.  

Original songs 
showcasing a 
fresh NuJazz and 
Neo-Soul sound. 
Ideal for dancing 
and listening 
with new and 
old friends. 

Demos, CD Purchases and 
Digital Downloads 
 
Most Popular: Sable Winters’ music is 
available for sell both at shows and 
online. Demonstration and digital music 
downloads can be sampled and pur-
chased online at iTunes, Napster, Ya-
hoo Music, Rhapsody. Legacy CDs can 
be acquired and shipped  to your address 
via online services CD Baby and Ama-
zon.com.  
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A Critic’s Review from the book:  
‘Entertainment Divas Cabaret, Jazz Then and 
Now’ 
 
Author/Critic: Maximillien J. de Lafayette 
Release Date: October 16, 2006 
 
 

 
I have always said fame is not 
categorically a sign of talent 
and a quality signature. Luck 
and propaganda play a role in 
creating idols and icons. In 
countries we have never vis-
ited and remote areas of the 
world forgotten by our vain 
civilization, there are obscure 
and unheard of singers and 
artists with unmatched talent, 
human warmth and unique 
virtuosity who steal your 
heart and force you to rethink 

and assess excellence prerequisites and talent criteria. 
This is the very case of  Sable Winters, one of the most 
spectacular and accomplished Jazz singers of our time. 
Yet, very few of us heard of Sable Winters, and only a 
handful of syndicated columnists  wrote about her im-
mense talent. This woman is as good as Julie London, 
Peggy Lee and Nina Simone. I was delight to learn that 
AllAboutJazz wrote a piece on Ms. Winters. 
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